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Executive Summary 
 
Crossrail to become Elizabeth line in honour of Her Majesty the Queen 
 
On 23 February, Her Majesty the Queen visited the under-construction Crossrail station at 
Bond Street as I announced that the new railway will be known as the Elizabeth line in her 
honour.   
 
The Queen was presented with a commemorative Elizabeth roundel, and met a wide range of 
people involved in the construction of Crossrail, Europe’s largest infrastructure project.  
 
Ambitious plans to redevelop Spurs’ stadium approved 
 
On 25 February, I gave my final approval for the £400 million development of Tottenham 
Hotspur’s new White Hart Lane stadium. 
 
The North London club’s revised plans will see a new 61,000-seater stadium built on the site of 
their current home and features a retractable pitch to host not only football, but two American 
Football games a season. The stadium, which has a current capacity of 36,000, will also host 
other international sports events and concerts. 
 
Budget to support London’s growth while cutting council tax bill 
 
On 22 February, my annual budget was approved by the London Assembly, fulfilling my 
manifesto commitment to reduce the Mayoral share of Londoners’ council tax bills by ten per 
cent during my second term in office. This means that a typical Band D council taxpayer has 
saved around £500 over my eight years as Mayor. 
 
My budget also includes plans to protect police officer numbers and key transport 
improvements while supporting the construction of a record number of new homes and 
creating thousands of new jobs.  
 
Sobriety tags' rolled out across London 
 
On 25 February, I revealed that an innovative pilot to keep criminals sober will be extended 
throughout London after results showed it was successful in 92 per cent of cases. 
 
Thanks to new funds from the Ministry of Justice and MOPAC, courts in the capital will be able 
to put an ankle bracelet on offenders whose crimes were influenced by alcohol. The tags 
perform around-the-clock monitoring of alcohol in an offender’s perspiration. If they drink 
again, breaching their alcohol abstinence order, they can be returned to court for further 
sanctions. 
 

This is my fortieth report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the Greater 
London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the 9 February – 2 March 2016.  



 

Policing, Crime and Community Safety 
 
Sobriety tags' rolled out across London 
 
On 25 February, I revealed that an innovative pilot to keep criminals sober will be extended 
throughout London after results showed it was successful in 92 per cent of cases. 
 
Thanks to new funds from the Ministry of Justice and MOPAC, courts in the capital will be able 
to put an ankle bracelet on offenders whose crimes were influenced by alcohol. The tags 
perform around-the-clock monitoring of alcohol in an offender’s perspiration. If they drink 
again, breaching their alcohol abstinence order, they can be returned to court for further 
sanctions. 
 
The Ministry of Justice is contributing £400,000 towards the cost of extending the scheme 
past its initial four pilot boroughs to the whole of the capital from April 2016. The initiative will 
be run by MOPAC, which is contributing £450,000 to the extension. 
 
MOPAC has overseen an 18 month pilot of the sobriety tags across four London boroughs 
which show tags enjoy a 92 per cent compliance rate. In the first 12 months of the pilot, 113 
alcohol abstinence requirement orders were made and offenders were required to remain sober 
for up to 120 days. This compares favourably with the compliance rate for other community 
based orders. 
 
The tags have been welcomed by the police, courts and probation officers to help reduce 
alcohol related re-offending, ease the pressure on police and the criminal justice system and 
make town centres safer, particularly at night. 
 

London Gangs and Mental Health Awareness Conference 
 
On 18 February, my Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Stephen Greenhalgh, and the MPS, 
hosted the London Gangs and Mental Health Awareness Conference. The conference was held 
to promote Mental Health Awareness and Safeguarding Training, recognising that gang 
affected young people are often the victims of mental health problems.  
 
My Deputy Mayor introduced the conference, highlighting the links between mental health and 
crime. There was a range of speakers, including the MPS Commissioner, who spoke on the 
impact mental health has on the MPS. 
 
Anti-slave special envoys 
 
On 18 February, I announced that I have appointed Anthony Steen CBE and Sir John Randall as 
anti-slave special envoys. They have a remit to update me on the extent of human trafficking 
in the city. They are currently chair and vice chair of the Human Trafficking Foundation and 
both have considerable experience in the area. 
 
Police Appeal Tribunal in public 
 
On 11 February, City Hall held it first Police Appeal Tribunal in public.  The appeal hearings 
administered by MOPAC are held in public to improve the visibility of the police response to 
misconduct and ensure that panels discharge their duties effectively. 
 
 



 

Transport 
 
Crossrail to become Elizabeth line in honour of Her Majesty the Queen 
 
On 23 February, Her Majesty the Queen visited the under-construction Crossrail station at 
Bond Street as I announced that the new railway will be known as the Elizabeth line in her 
honour.   
 
I was joined by the Secretary of State for Transport, Patrick McLoughlin MP, London’s 
Transport Commissioner, Mike Brown MVO, the Crossrail infrastructure company’s Chairman, 
Terry Morgan, and Crossrail Chief Executive, Andrew Wolstenholme, as we gave Her Majesty a 
tour of the Bond Street station site, which will see 24 trains per hour in each direction when 
the central section of the TfL run railway opens in 2018.  
 
The Queen was presented with a commemorative Elizabeth roundel, and met a wide range of 
people involved in the construction of Crossrail, Europe’s largest infrastructure project. This 
included apprentices working on building the railway, engineers fitting out the station and, 
drivers of the trains that will serve the line.    
 
Stretching from Reading and Heathrow in the west across to Shenfield and Abbey Wood in the 
east, the Elizabeth line will change the way people travel around London and the South East 
and add much needed new capacity to London’s transport infrastructure. A fleet of brand new 
200 metre long trains will run on the Elizabeth line, featuring nine walk-through carriages, air 
conditioning, CCTV and real-time travel information. When the railway fully opens it will 
significantly increase the capital’s rail capacity, carrying over half a million passengers per day. 
 
No time for delay on Crossrail 2 
  
On 10 February, I urged the Government to give the green light to taking Crossrail 2 forward 
and commit the necessary development funding for the vital new railway line in next month’s 
budget. I also warned that any delay will result in £4 billion in lost economic benefit every six 
months. 
  
If Crossrail 2 is to be running when it is needed in 2030, not only is funding required for 
detailed technical work, but the Government must also allow for Parliamentary time to seek the 
necessary powers. 
  
Crossrail 2 will see a tunnel built from Wimbledon to New Southgate and Tottenham Hale, 
linking railways in Surrey and Hertfordshire. It will enable up to 270,000 additional people to 
enter central London every weekday morning peak and transform connections across London 
and right across the wider south east. 
    
TfL has already set out how London could pay for half of the cost of Crossrail 2 through a 
number of mechanisms already being used successfully to pay for Crossrail 1. TfL’s latest 
position goes further, proposing a London ‘gain share’ deal that could make a significant 
additional contribution to the cost. Gain share deals effectively capture the increased tax 
generated through growth in jobs and homes a new railway creates, such as additional stamp 
duty. The Chancellor has already agreed similar deals with nine other cities.  
 
I also announced that I have appointed Daniel Moylan to the new position of Interim Chair of 
Crossrail 2 Limited, the new company that TfL has set up to drive forward the delivery of 
Crossrail 2.  



 

 
West Anglia Taskforce lays out track ahead 
 
On 16 February, I made it clear that track improvements to rail links between London, 
Cambridge and Stansted Airport would bring tens of thousands of new homes and jobs and 
provide a boost to economic growth. 
  
The West Anglia Taskforce met with the Chancellor to highlight the weight of demand that is 
building for two new rail tracks to be added between London and Hertfordshire and called for 
more businesses to back their vision. Four-tracking of the West Anglia Main Line, combined 
with and a clear commitment to Crossrail 2, would bring early delivery of around 20,000 homes 
and 10,000 jobs to the area. 
 
The Taskforce, which was established as part of the Long Term Economic Plan for London, has 
seen strong support from business groups and councils in the last year as they build on a case 
presented by TfL and the London Stansted Cambridge Consortium (LSCC) to Network Rail in 
June. Now the Taskforce has highlighted their need for more business support as they outlined 
how the additional lines would lead to faster journeys, more regular trains and, with Crossrail 2, 
a more than doubling of current capacity. 
   
All change at King’s Cross gyratory 
 
Plans to transform the King’s Cross area with simplified roads and better facilities for 
pedestrians and cyclists have been published by TfL and Islington and Camden Councils. 
 
These preliminary plans have been opened to public consultation and would later be used to 
create a more detailed proposal, which would incorporate views from stakeholders and traffic 
impacts. The improvement work is part of my £4 billion Road Modernisation Plan to radically 
transform the way the capital’s roads and public spaces are used.  
 
These proposed changes, along with other infrastructure projects already under way, would 
improve pedestrian crossings across the main roads, addressing a concern of residents and 
businesses, and better connect King’s Cross to the rest of the city. The new North-South 
Superhighway would link the area as far south as Elephant and Castle and also into the Central 
London Grid, opening up swathes of central London to cycling for residents of King’s Cross and 
the millions of commuters that use the mainline railway stations.   
 
Transformation of Croydon Fiveways moves a step closer 
 
TfL is working closely with Croydon Council to make Fiveways in Croydon simpler and safer for 
all road users, after publishing a preferred option for a road improvement scheme in the area.  
 
The proposed design, part of my £4 billion Road Modernisation Plan, would provide a safer and 
more direct route for road users through the area, and help to reduce delays and congestion. 
This includes providing quicker and safer access for pedestrians across the A23 Purley Way and 
improved bus journey times, delivering a better service to passengers. 
 
With 7,300 new homes and 8,000 new jobs planned in the Croydon Opportunity Area, the area 
has been identified for improvement to help reduce congestion, accommodate future growth, 
and improve accessibility for all transport users. Fiveways Corner and the junction of the A23 
Purley Way and A232 Stafford Road are extremely busy, with motorists and bus users 



 

frequently experiencing delays at peak times, especially on weekends when large numbers of 
shoppers are going to and from the popular major retail parks along the A23 Purley Way.  
 
Last year, TfL held a public consultation where two proposals were set out for addressing 
congestion and improving the area for residents, pedestrians and cyclists. This consultation, 
which was held in February/March 2015, demonstrated the local desire to see a change in how 
the road layout operates with 81 per cent of respondents supporting or partially supporting the 
principle of a road modernisation scheme at Fiveways. 
 
New Routemaster Buses  
 
On 29 February, I travelled to Northern Ireland alongside TfL to confirm the order of a further 
195 New Routemaster buses. The deal with Wrightbus will safeguard 300 manufacturing jobs, 
as well as support a supply chain of companies across the United Kingdom. 
 
I visited the Wrightbus chassis plant that was created as a direct result of orders for London’s 
New Routemaster bus. I toured the factory floor and met the team building London’s iconic red 
buses. The buses boast the latest Euro 6 engines and will increase the number of hybrid buses 
in the capital to 1,900 – representing 20 per cent of the overall fleet – when they enter service 
in summer 2017.   
 
Later in the day I headed to Magherafelt to meet staff at Windell Ltd. They are glazing 
specialists who have supplied glass for projects including the Emirates Air Line. I then headed 
to Lisburn to meet staff at Boomer Industries Ltd, one of the most respected names in the 
plastics industry, and a supplier of materials for the New Routemaster. 
 
I then addressed guests at a business reception at Hillsborough Castle hosted by the Northern 
Ireland Chamber of Commerce and Industry, in partnership with Wrightbus. 
 
Private hire trade reminded ‘assistance dogs are your passengers too’ 
 
A new campaign has been launched to highlight the rights of assistance dog owners when 
using private hire vehicles. By law, private hire drivers must accept a passenger with an 
accredited assistance dog and at no extra cost on their fare.   
  
The campaign, which is specifically targeting the private hire trade, seeks to educate drivers 
and operators on their obligations and to highlight to passengers with assistance dogs the 
rights they have, including that their dogs must be allowed in the passenger compartment with 
the owner. TfL is taking action to prosecute drivers that do not comply with the law.   
 
In addition to the new campaign for drivers, TfL will be stepping up compliance activity on 
private hire drivers and operators reported to be refusing assistance dog owners or asking for 
an additional fare. TfL has recently made it easier for customers to report any problems with 
private hire journeys online at www.tfl.gov.uk/tph-comments and will be introducing a new 
taxi and private hire complaint phone line next month, to make it easier for passengers to 
report issues.  
  
Station improvements begin at Manor Park, Seven Kings and Ilford in preparation for 
Crossrail services 
 
A programme of improvement work at TfL Rail stations has started in preparation for full 
Crossrail services in 2019. Work is currently underway at Manor Park, Seven Kings and the York 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/tph-comments


 

Road entrance to Ilford station. A refurbishment of the ticket halls at those stations is expected 
to be completed by the middle of the year.  
 
The stations will remain open and operational for customers while work takes place, although 
at Ilford the York Road entrance will need to be closed from Monday 22 February until mid- 
2016, customers can continue to use the main entrance on Cranbrook Road.  
 
Work will be carried out behind hoardings or during engineering hours to minimise any impact 
on customers.  Network Rail and Crossrail Limited will also continue to carry out work along the 
line ahead of Crossrail services opening.  
 
The stations will all benefit from:  
 

 External deep cleaning, refurbishment and repair of  the station building; 

 Improved signage and lighting and better internal design; 

 Station refurbishment including re-decoration and new flooring; 

 New ticket machines and additional ticket gates at Seven Kings; 

 New ticket gates and accessible customer toilet at Manor Park; and 

 Ilford station will have a new ticket hall at York Road. 
 
Further TfL Rail station works will also commence later in 2016 to bring step free access to 
Manor Park, Seven Kings and Maryland.  
 
More than 100 opportunities for ex-Service members as TfL signs the Armed Forces 
covenant 
 
TfL and its suppliers have announced the offer of more than 100 new employment 
opportunities to ex-service members. The announcement follows on the success of a scheme 
that has already helped 27 ex-Service members back into full-time civilian employment within 
the transport sector in London. 
 
The Transport Commissioner, Mike Brown MVO, confirmed TfL’s commitment to supporting 
the Armed Forces by signing the Armed Forces Covenant with Minister for Defence Personnel 
and Veterans, Mark Lancaster TD MP. The covenant was signed at TfL’s annual Industry Day at 
The Crystal in the Royal Docks, which was attended by more than 100 former members of the 
Armed Forces currently seeking employment. 
 
The signing of the covenant is in recognition of the value that serving personnel, reservists, 
veterans and military families bring to TfL as an organisation, and in turn, to London as a 
whole. 
 
Since 2012, TfL and its suppliers have created 28 paid work placements to help ex-Armed 
Forces members who may be wounded, injured or sick, back into employment. Of the 28 who 
have taken part, 27 have gone on to full time employment within the transport industry. 
  
TfL announces funding for transformative street-improvement trials 
 
Four innovative schemes that will transform streets in the capital have been awarded grants as 
part of Transport for London’s Future Streets Incubator Fund. 
 



 

The fund, which is one element of my £4 billion Road Modernisation Plan, was created to 
encourage creative and more effective uses of the capital’s limited road space and help 
alleviate the pressures on the network. 
 
By funding original on-street projects, it is designed to trigger innovation that will lead to long-
term improvements across London, addressing congestion, overcrowding, air quality and noise 
pollution. 
 
The latest projects to receive TfL funding include an intelligent street to generate energy and 
improve air quality near Oxford Street, an innovate boardwalk to improve a traffic-dominated 
rat-run in Southwark, a noise-absorbing system to improve an underpass of the A12 and, a 
novel delivery service to reduce vehicles on the capital’s roads. 
 
New freight facility to cut congestion and improve road safety around The Shard 
 
Long-term, congestion easing measures have been introduced to relieve traffic obstructions 
and illegal stopping around The Shard development. In collaboration with the London Bridge 
Working Group, new vehicle holding areas have been created on Great Dover Street and St 
Thomas Street to allow freight and construction vehicles to park and wait until they have clear 
access to the buildings or sites they require access to.  
 
Previously, vehicles servicing The Shard and other nearby developments had been illegally 
stopping and obstructing the roads while working in the area. This was exacerbated when a 
number of vehicles were trying to access sites at the same time.  
  
The freight holding areas remove unnecessary congestion, improving safety for all road users. 
To ensure drivers are using the new facility, TfL’s officers have been carrying out regular visits 
to the sites, engaging with companies receiving deliveries, and moving on illegally parked 
vehicles to prevent unnecessary congestion in the area.  
 
Major improvement works at Paddington Tube station to boost capacity and pave the 
way for Crossrail 
 
Major improvement works at Paddington Tube station are set to begin in April in order to boost 
capacity at the station, renew the escalators and to construct a new passenger tunnel in 
preparation for the arrival of Crossrail. 
  
The work is the latest part of a huge programme of modernisation of London Underground 
that is seeing major stations, trains, track and signalling being updated or replaced to provide 
more capacity and reliability for a growing city. 
  
The improvement at Paddington will mean that Bakerloo line trains will not stop at the station 
from Saturday 2 April until mid-August. During this time, TfL engineers will carry out a major 
renewal of both of the heavily-used escalators serving the Bakerloo line. By replacing virtually 
every component, their life will be extended by a further 20 years and ensure a more reliable 
service in the coming years as the Tube carries ever more passengers. 
  
Engineers will also carefully dig a new 165 metre tunnel underneath the station to enable 
passengers to interchange between the Bakerloo line and new Crossrail platforms, which will 
become operational from 2018. The new pedestrian link will incorporate escalators, lifts, stairs 
and new passageways in order to make interchanging between the Tube and Crossrail as easy 
as possible for passengers.  



 

   
Currently around 165,000 customers use Paddington Tube station daily – with 82,000 people 
using the Bakerloo line. When TfL-run Crossrail arrives from 2018, the number of customers 
using TfL services at Paddington is expected to be 248,000. 

 
 

Regeneration, Business, Enterprise and the Economy 

 
London is Europe’s leading economic powerhouse 
 
On 1 March, I published a Report which states that London is Europe’s most economically 
powerful city but must also position itself to succeed in a changing and growing global 
economy. "London: The Global Powerhouse” provides a data rich analysis of London's 
competitive position. It outlines how London ranks against other global cities and highlights 
the challenges and the many opportunities that it faces. 
 
The Report investigates the city’s position in the global economy on a range of indicators and 
measures including competitiveness, foreign direct investment flows, tourism, a destination for 
global company headquarters and major sporting events. It concludes that London outstrips 
Paris as Europe’s leading global city due to its business friendly approach and puts the city on 
an equal footing with New York on many measures. 
 
While 20 years ago, London’s economy was dominated by financial services, the report 
showcases the range of vibrant economic clusters that are now driving activity across the city.  
 
The city faces a number of challenges that will determine its future success, including the 
impact of globalisation. The emergence of new economic forces such as China and India pose 
both an opportunity and a threat to London’s dominance. The Report also states that London 
needs to play to its economic strengths and ensure it positions itself to succeed and prosper in 
this changing and growing global economy. 
 
The Report also argues that the future economic and financial success of London is not reliant 
on whether the UK is in the European Union or not. It echoes the sentiments of “The Europe 
Report: A win-win situation” which I published in 2014 and argued that London has nothing to 
fear from leaving the EU and would continue to thrive. 
 
At a regional level, the Report highlights work carried out by the independent London Financial 
Commission which put forward the case to devolve more spending to London, allowing it to 
keep the stamp duty raised in the capital. "London: The Global Powerhouse” can be viewed at: 
www.london.gov.uk/globalpowerhouse.  
 
MDAG Reports launch 
 
My Design Advisory Group launched their Good Growth Agenda, a series of strategic papers 
examining how London can address its rapid population rise through ‘good growth’. Launched 
at a series of events throughout February, the papers set out far reaching recommendations in 
four key areas: Growing London, Public London, Ageing London and Shaping London.  
 
My Regeneration and Intelligence teams will now continue engaging with London’s businesses 
and communities to stimulate debate around the notion of good growth. I have commissioned 
the GLA Opinion Research & Statistics unit to conduct broader research on Londoners’ 

https://www.london.gov.uk/globalpowerhouse


 

perceptions of urban change and development and the implications of a changing London for 
different groups.  
 
The aim is to build up an understanding of what Londoners understand good growth to be, 
how growth affects their lives, what their experiences of a changing London have been thus 
far, and how we can shape growth and development to best meet their needs. 
 
Temperance Hospital launch 
 
On 4 February, I announced completion of the renovation of the Insull Wing of the National 
Temperance Hospital by Camden Collective. The opening of this new hub will support local 
young people, businesses and entrepreneurs to grow into the business leaders of the future 
and ensure creative enterprise remains at the heart of the economy in the Camden and Euston 
area. 
 
Camden Collective has been run since 2009 by Camden Town Unlimited, the Business 
Improvement District (BID) for Camden Town. The BID acquires vacant and underused spaces 
and refurbishes them to create new employment spaces, helping support people setting up 
their own businesses. 
 
The new co-working space at Temperance Hospital will be used to support the growth of up to 
300 start-up businesses. The 5-storey 3,000 square metre art deco hospital in Euston has been 
lying vacant since 2006 and the project will give the building a new lease of life, drawing new 
people to the area and cementing the link between Euston and Camden Town. The project will 
also carry out a series of temporary artwork and cultural installations in the Euston area during 
summer 2016. 
 
Camden Collective received funding of £150,000 through my £9 million High Street Fund, 
which was matched by the local BID Camden Town Unlimited. 
 
Financial Instruments delivering European Structural and Investment Funds – 
Seminar 
 
On 18 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Roger Evans, opened the Financial Instruments 
delivering ESI Funds seminar on my behalf.  Financial Instruments is the technical term for the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) managed by member states that are structured 
as repayable loan or equity investments, rather than grant.  
 
We have a great track record in London for using ERDF in this way to invest in small businesses 
and green infrastructure projects, helping deliver my economic development and environment 
strategies. 
 
Platinum Breakfast 
 
On 23 February, my Deputy Mayor, Roger Evans, attended the London & Partners Platinum 
Breakfast. The aim of the breakfast was to engage with the tourism sector and to discuss the 
changing dynamics of London. 
 
London & Partners 2016-17 Business Plan 
 
I have approved the London and Partners proposed business plan for 2016-17.  
  



 

Housing and Land 
 
Haringey Heartlands Disposal 
  
I have approved: 
 

 The disposal cost of £750,000, which includes the payment of circa £70,000 historical 
project costs to National Grid; and 

 The disposal of the land and buildings at Olympia Trading Estate on the terms set out.   
 
 

Environment  
 
Launch of ‘no idling’ scheme and £5 million fund to tackle air pollution 
 
On 11 February, drivers using Tower Bridge were encouraged to stop idling and switch their 
engines off when the bridge is opening to help lower emissions and boost air quality. 
 
Tower Bridge is raised around 900 times a year, affecting some of the 31,000 vehicles crossing 
the river on the bridge each day. Now new road signs will provide a simple but innovative 
approach to helping drivers save fuel and reduce emissions by knowing when there will be a 
long wait. The joint scheme, with Southwark and Tower Hamlets, is part of my £20 million Air 
Quality Fund, which has supported bold pollution-busting projects across the capital over the 
past three years. 
 
I also announced the projects across 28 boroughs which will benefit from a share of my £5 
million fund. In addition, I announced my intention to award £1 million to at least two flagship 
‘Low Emission Neighbourhoods’ in the capital. Nine boroughs have been chosen to work up 
proposals for transforming a local neighbourhood with a host of measures to improve walking, 
cycling and air quality. 

   
Scenarios to 2050: London Energy Plan 
  
On 23 February, the initial outputs of the London Energy Plan, a spatial map of London’s energy 
infrastructure to 2050, were presented to over 100 stakeholders. The outputs are an evidence base 
which sets out different pathways to deliver the necessary infrastructure to manage and meet 
increased energy demand as London’s population grows to 2050.  
 
More information, including an interactive map that showcases the data is available at:  
www.london.gov.uk/londonenergyplan.  
 

Fire 

 
LFEPA budget for 2016-17 
 
At its meeting on 17 February 2016, LFEPA decided to follow the budget option put forward 
by the Chair of its Resources Committee for the LFEPA budget for 2016-17. I am of the view 
that the alternative budget option, put forward by the London Fire Commissioner, represents a 
more prudent financial approach and is therefore preferable. 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/londonenergyplan


 

After carefully considering the issues arising, including the views put forward by LFEPA 
Members and the results of the public consultation exercise on the budget options which 
preceded the 17 February 2016 LFEPA meeting, together with equalities and other mandatory 
statutory considerations, I have agreed to direct LFEPA to follow the Commissioner’s budget 
option.   
  
 

Social Inclusion and Health  
 
Leading a healthy takeaway revolution 
 
On 11 February, I revealed that 500 fast-food takeaways in the capital have signed up to the 
Healthier Catering Commitment for London, an initiative that encourages them to sell healthier 
food.  
 
Furthermore, JJ Food Service, one of the largest suppliers of food to takeaways is now 
promoting the Healthier Catering Commitment to the 13,000 restaurants they count as 
customers. JJ will encourage them to buy healthier ingredients and cooking products, meaning 
a potentially huge change in the food that takeaways across London sell to their customers. 
They will offer a 10 per cent discount off five Healthier Catering Commitment items for a full 
three months to customers who are signing up to the Healthier Catering Commitment food 
award. 
   
My Healthier Catering Commitment is a voluntary scheme for food outlets in London to 
encourage them to improve their food offering. Participating restaurants, such as the Valley 
café in Charlton, are subsequently awarded with the Healthier Catering Commitment logo. 
 
Helping to tackle child obesity with £42,000 for schools to grow food 
  
On 19 February, I confirmed that 21 schools will share a £42,000 funding pot, allowing them to 
grow their own food in order to tackle obesity in the capital and get young Londoners eating 
more healthily. 
  
21 schools in Lambeth and Croydon will receive grants ranging between £300 and £3,000 from 
the School Garden Grants scheme to create or improve edible gardens, which will be used to 
educate children about the food they eat and help them to lead healthier lives. 
                                                      
Lambeth and Croydon were both selected to be Food Flagship Boroughs last year, working to 
tackle child obesity through better diets and food education. In a UK first, the boroughs are 
making changes to the way food is served in schools, hospitals and, working with major 
supermarkets and other retailers, on the high street. The aim is to show that joined up thinking 
can improve health and academic attainment of pupils and also of adults in the local 
communities they serve.  
    
I have teamed up with Whole Kids Foundation to deliver the School Garden Grants scheme. 
Whole Kids Foundation – the charitable arm of Whole Foods Market – has run the scheme in 
the US and Canada for five years, with impressive results. Their work there has funded 3,014 
school gardens, trained 8,438 teachers and served 3,796,922 students. By encouraging 
children to plant, nurture, harvest, cook and eat food they have grown themselves, the pilot 
scheme in London will help them to foster a love of good food and increase understanding of 
how diet impacts on health. 
   



 

For more information on School Garden Grants please visit https://www.london.gov.uk/what-
we-do/business-and-economy/food/food-flagships/flagship-school-garden-grants. 
 
London Health Board  
 
On 25 February, the London Health Board discussed how smart use and disposal of NHS 
estates can help to transform health and care, as well as be used for innovative regeneration 
approaches for housing and local public infrastructure. The Board also welcomed the report of 
the national Mental Health Taskforce.  
 
The board reaffirmed its commitment to consider ways in which political leadership in London 
can keep mental health and wellbeing at the forefront of the city’s efforts to make London the 
healthiest major city. 
 
Jewish Emergency Hatzola ambulance voluntary service 
 
On 21 February, my Deputy Mayor, Roger Evans, visited Hatzola North London, Jewish 
Voluntary Ambulance service, to celebrate its 50th anniversary.  
 
Hatzola North London is a fast and free volunteer ambulance team, responding to medical 
emergencies and casualty incidents in the community – 24 hours a day, seven days a week – 
and aims to provide medical treatment within two minutes of a call, and saving thousands of 
lives each year. 
 
 

Culture and Events 

 
London Cultural Strategy Group 
 
On 1 March, my London Cultural Strategy Group had their final meeting for this term. The 
Group reviewed the cultural successes of the last four years, from the Cultural Olympiad of 
London 2012, which included 8,000 spectacular free events, to Lumiere London, which dazzled 
over 1 million Londoners.  
 
My investment in film, fashion and design has resulted in a significant return of £289 million 
per annum. We have conducted important policy work on mitigating the closure of live music 
venues, reintroduced 30,800 square feet of creative workspace in the capital and embedded 
culture in planning and development. The Group will continue to support the Strategy right up 
to the end of this term, including a Night Time Economy Commission and the new Games 
Festival for London.  
 
London Fashion Week 
 
Between 19 and 23 February, the 63rd edition of London Fashion Week returned to its Brewer 
Street venue this month. The schedule featured 83 designers showcasing collections to UK and 
international buyers over its five days. 
 
35 million people across the country will have seen London Fashion Week content on over 60 
outside screens. In London, British businesses will achieve sales of £84 million this year due to 
London Fashion Week. 
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Chinese New Year  
 
On 14 February, I was pleased to support the annual Chinese New Year celebrations which 
attracted up to 300,000 people into central London. It brought a great burst of energy and 
excitement to our city, and a welcome boost to local businesses.  
 
The occasion, to mark the ‘Year of the Monkey’, began with a parade along Charing Cross Road 
and Shaftesbury Avenue, and was followed by an amazing entertainment programme in 
Trafalgar Square and around Chinatown, with artists from China and a spectacular fireworks 
finale.   
 
My Deputy Mayor, Roger Evans, took part in the opening ceremony on Trafalgar Square, along 
with other distinguished guests, including the Chinese Ambassador, Mr. Liu Xiaoming and Cllr. 
The Lady Christabel Flight, Lord Mayor of Westminster. Also in attendance were members of 
the London Chinatown Chinese Association, as well as representatives from UK and Chinese 
organisations.  
 
I was pleased to see the involvement of Team London Ambassadors and West End City Guides, 
who were out on the streets, helping visitors make the most of their day.  
 
Creative Industries Investment and Culture Strategy support 
 
I have approved expenditure of up to £2.697 million:  
 
1. To maintain the GLA’s creative industries investment portfolio, by way of the award of 

grant funding to:  
      

 Film London - a contribution of up to £1.55 million towards the costs of its film 
international promotion programme, which supports over 100 productions in 
the capital, and its TV and animation programme, which supports £140 million 
of new inward investment;   

 The British Fashion Council - a contribution of up to £0.649 million towards the 
costs of its London Fashion Week and London Collection Men showcases for 
international buyers; and  

 The London Design Festival - a contribution of up to £0.25 million towards the 
costs of its annual international design festival 

 
2.    To enable the continuation of the delivery of the Busk in London project; and   
 
3.    For the appointment and engagement of a Culture Team Administrator  
 
   

Education and Youth 
 
InspiresMe Week entrepreneur challenge 
 
On 19 February, my Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture, Munira Mirza, presented the 
prizes at the InspiresMe Week entrepreneur challenge. This was the culmination of a week-long 
work experience for 71 young London students aged 16-19, who undertook work experience 
with some of London’s fastest growing small businesses. This was part of an initiative delivered 
in partnership with Workspace Group PLC (“Workspace”) and Business in the Community 



 

(“BITC”), to encourage businesses to inspire the next generation of entrepreneurs. The 
students from 19 London schools experienced first-hand what it takes to run a business whilst 
helping to build their self-confidence and understanding of the world of work. 
 
London Schools Excellence Fund Conference 
 
On 26 February my Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture, Munira Mirza, spoke at the 
London Schools Excellence Fund (LSEF) Conference hosted at City Hall. The conference 
demonstrated the impact of the programme across London, with 1,600 schools, 16,000 
teachers and 650,000 pupils taking part.  
 
The event also launched the LSEF Legacy Fund Subject Knowledge Hubs, which will continue 
to support London’s teachers to improve teachers’ subject knowledge and the London Teacher 
Innovation Fund.  
 
Education and Youth Programme 2015-2017 
  
I have approved the Education and Youth programme of activity and associated expenditure of 
£1.8 million for 2015-16 and 2016-17, noting that break clauses will be put in place in order 
not to fetter the priorities of a new Mayor. 
 
 

Sport and Olympic and Paralympic Legacy 
  
Stratford Waterfront and UCL East 
 
On 17 February, the first in a series of public consultation events for Olympicopolis, the new 
education and cultural district being created on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, took place.   
 
Over a four week period, events will be staged for members of the public, students and local 
businesses to give their views about the draft masterplan for Stratford Waterfront, home to a 
new museum for the Victoria & Albert Museum, Sadler’s Wells and UAL’s London College of 
Fashion, and UCL East, the new campus for University College London. 
  
First shared ownership homes at Chobham Manor 
 
On 20 February, London & Quadrant (L&Q) announced the first shared ownership flats for sale 
on Chobham Manor, the first of five new neighbourhoods being built on Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. L&Q will sell 92 shared-ownership apartments on the site over the next two 
years, complementing the other affordable homes for rent. 
   
Commemorative orchard at Mandeville Place 
  
On 25 February, apple trees bearing Paradice Gold fruits, the new variety of apple grown for 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, were planted in the commemorative orchard at Mandeville 
Place on the Park. Three trees were planted by nine schoolchildren from Helme Primary and 
Infant School, West Yorkshire, who won a national competition to name the new trees. The 
new trees join trees planted last year with varieties selected from the home country of each 
Team GB Paralympic gold medallist.  
  
 



 

Budget and Finance 
 
Budget to support London’s growth while cutting council tax bill 
 
On 22 February, my annual budget was approved by the London Assembly, fulfilling my 
manifesto commitment to reduce the Mayoral share of Londoners’ council tax bills by ten per 
cent during my second term in office. This means that a typical Band D council taxpayer has 
saved around £500 over my eight years as Mayor. The 2016-2017 budget will see my share of 
council tax fall by 6.4 per cent - a reduction of £19 to £276 for Band D taxpayers.  
 
My budget also includes plans to protect police officer numbers and key transport 
improvements while supporting the construction of a record number of new homes and 
creating thousands of new jobs.  
 
I have agreed the following calculations for 2016-17: 
 

 The amount of the consolidated council tax requirement for the Greater London 
Authority of £774,343,355 and the proposed Band D equivalent council tax precepts 
(£276.00 in the 32 London boroughs and £73.89 in the Common Council of the City of 
London);  

 The tax for different valuation bands; and 

 The amount of council tax collectable by each billing Authority and payable to the GLA, 
consistent with the consolidated council tax requirement approved without amendment 
by the London Assembly on 22 February 2016. 

 
I have agreed to the issue of the GLA precept data for 2016-17 to the 33 council tax billing 
authorities.  
 
I have formally approved both the alternative versions of the 2016-17 council tax explanatory 
text in respect of the GLA budget and precept to be issued to the 33 council tax billing 
authorities. 
 
GLA Group Capital Spending Plan for 2016-17 
 
I approved the Capital Spending Plan for 2016-17 for the GLA group. 
 
 

Volunteering and Community Relations 
 
Team London Major Events launch 
 
On 16 February, Team London launched its new innovative approach to Major Event’s 
volunteering within London. As London’s popularity continues to attract more and more major 
events to the capital, Team London is building on its success to support more world class sports 
and cultural events, giving even more Londoners an opportunity to be part of a series of events 
for 2016.  
 
The event was a real success, with a number of event organisers committing to working with 
Team London, ensuring we will have volunteers contributing to the success of many more 
events which will showcase London at our best. 
 



 

Charity Breakfast 
 
On 1 March, Team London hosted a charity breakfast event which included key note speakers 
from business and the third sector, demonstrating how businesses and charities can work 
together to create a positive social impact in London.  
 
I was delighted that one of Team London’s Skill-UP corporate partners, Natixis, a global wealth 
management company, delivered the ‘Better Together’ training on the same day. This module 
aims to prepare small charities to engage more effectively with business to able to pitch for 
business partnerships to support their work. 
 
Volunteering as a Route to Work Programmes 
 
I approved expenditure of up to a maximum of £1.35 million to extend the existing 
‘Volunteering as a Route to Employment’ initiative to 2018/19 (three-year programme subject 
to break clauses), funded by £375,000 from the GLA, the receipt of £675,000 of funding from 
the European Social Fund and sponsorship income of up to £300,000 from trusts and/or a 
corporate sponsor, underwritten by the GLA in the event it is not secured.  
 
 

Planning and Development  
 
Ambitious plans to redevelop Spurs’ stadium approved 
 
On 25 February, I gave my final approval for the £400 million development of Tottenham 
Hotspur’s new White Hart Lane stadium. 
 
The North London club’s revised plans will see a new 61,000-seater stadium built on the site of 
their current home and features a retractable pitch to host not only football, but two American 
Football games a season. The stadium, which has a current capacity of 36,000, will also host 
other international sports events and concerts. 
 
Tottenham’s ambitious plans also include new public space to host dedicated events 
programmes, a 180-bed hotel, sports and health centre and the Grade II listed Warmington 
House will be transformed into an interactive club museum. There will also be 585 new homes 
built on the site with a minimum of £48.4 million secured from the residential development 
towards the White Hart Lane stadium improvements. 
 
Londoners will also benefit from a ‘sky walk’ attraction, which will allow visitors to climb the 
exterior of the south stand allowing views across the capital. 
 
The improvements to White Hart Lane are at the epicentre my ongoing regeneration of 
Tottenham. City Hall has invested £28 million from my Regeneration Fund and the London 
Enterprise Panel to regenerate the area, which includes investment to rejuvenate Tottenham 
High Road, to deliver new highways and parking improvements, upgrades to Tottenham Hale 
station and investment in employment and training support. 
 
Haringey Council gave outline planning permission for the redevelopment plans in December 
and I have given my seal of approval, which it’s hoped will now put the club on track to 
complete the works in time to move back into the stadium for the start of the 2018/19 season. 
 
 



 

Approval and publication of revised Procedure for Representation Hearings 
 
I agreed to the publication of the revised Procedure for Representation Hearings.  
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 

 
Southall Gasworks, LB Ealing 
I have written to the London Borough of Ealing stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Manor Place Depot Site, LB Southwark 
I have written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Deptford Wharves, LB Lewisham 
I have written to the London Borough of Lewisham stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
201-207 Shoreditch High Street, LB Hackney 
I have written to the London Borough of Hackney stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Catford Greyhound Stadium, LB Lewisham 
I have written to the London Borough of Lewisham stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
90 Long Acre, City of Westminster 
I have written to the City of Westminster stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Former Kings Wood School, LB Havering  
I have written to the London Borough of Havering stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Former Middlesex University Campus, LB Enfield 
I have written to the London Borough of Enfield stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium, LB Haringey 
I have written to the London Borough of Haringey stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Footzie Social Club, LB Bromley 
I have written to the London Borough of Bromley stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Westferry Printworks, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I will act as the local 
planning authority for the purposes of determining the planning application. 
 
My Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I delegated to him, has sent letters in 
response to the following statutory referrals: 



 

 
Harefield Place, LB Hillingdon 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Hillingdon stating that he is content 
to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
St John’s Wood Delivery Office, City of Westminster 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of Westminster stating that he is content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Nightingale House, City of Westminster 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of Westminster stating that he is content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Land to the north of the junction of Millennium Way and John Harrison Way, RB Greenwich  
The Deputy Mayor has written to the Royal Borough of Greenwich stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
London Square Caledonian Road, LB Islington 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Islington stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Macdonald House Grosvenor Square, City of Westminster 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of Westminster stating that he is content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 The Springs Harefield, LB Hillingdon 

 Canterbury Hotel, LB Lambeth 

 285-329 Edgware Road, City of Westminster 

 Boatman’s House Crossharbour, LB Tower Hamlets 

 31 London Street, City of Westminster 

 Hounslow Civic Centre, LB Hounslow 

 Hounslow Town Centre Car Park, LB Hounslow 

 117-125 Bayswater Road, City of Westminster 

 Former Hook Venturer Sports Club, RB Kingston upon Thames 

 Trinity Church of England Primary School, LB Bromley 

 Land South of Holloway Lane, LB Hillingdon 

 Car Park Space Manilla Street, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Old Coal Depot, LB Hillingdon 

 Old Post Office, RB Kingston 

 Land at Chiswick Roundabout, LB Hounslow 

 Mahatma Gandhi House, LB Brent 

 Ogilby Housing Society Site, RB Greenwich 

 100 Liverpool Street and 8-12 Broadgate, City of London 

 Institute of Cancer Research, LB Sutton 

 10 Pascal Street, LB Lambeth 

 Flamingo Park Club, LB Bromley 



 

 Chiswick Community School, LB Hounslow 

 15-17 Uxbridge Road, LB Hillingdon 

 Central Somers Town, LB Camden 

 Dudley House Paddington, City of Westminster 

 331-335 Kensal Road, RB Kensington and Chelsea 
 
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning  
 

 Queensborough House, LB Lambeth 

 41-49 Nine Elms Lane, LB Wandsworth 

 142-170 Streatham Hill, LB Lambeth 

 Mandora Site, LB Waltham Forest 

 1 Lambeth High Street, LB Lambeth 

 Kentish Town Neighbourhood Development Plan, Local Development Framework, LB 
Camden 

 Employment and Industry Review, Local Development Plan, LB Wandsworth 

 Local Plan Scoping Consultation, Local Development Framework, LB Richmond upon 
Thames 

 Westminster’s City Plan: consultation on revision of Strategic Policies, Local 
Development Document, City of Westminster 

 10 Lollard Street, LB Lambeth 

 Our Borough, Our Plan, Local Development Framework Consultation, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Surrey Docks Stadium Site, LB Southwark 

 Belmont Farm, LB Barnet 

 Local Plan Partial Review, Local Development Framework Consultation, RB Kensington 
and Chelsea 

 Tower of London World Heritage Site Draft Management Plan, Local Development 
Framework, Historic Royal Palaces 

 135-155 Charing Cross Road, City of Westminster 

 1 Oxford Street, City of Westminster 

 Wedge House Blackfriars Road, LB Southwark 

 Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation, Local Development Framework, Uttlesford 
District Council 

 Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation, Local Development Framework, Chelmsford 
City Council 

 Regulation 18 Consultation, Slough Local Plan, Local Development Framework, Slough 
Borough Council 

 Stevenage Local Plan Consultation, Local Development Framework Consultation, 
Stevenage Borough Council 

 Consultation on the New Southwark Plan: Preferred Option, Local Development 
Framework, LB Southwark 

 Consultation on Revised Draft Section 106, Supplementary Planning Document, LB 
Enfield 

 Land at Haringey Heartlands, LB Haringey 

 Consultation on Draft Development Viability, Supplementary Planning Document, LB 
Southwark 

 Great West Corridor Issues Paper, Local Development Framework Consultation, LB 
Hounslow 

 Chelsea Barracks, RB Kensington and Chelsea 



 

Key Engagements 
 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  
 

 I attended the Homes for Heroes Foundation Launch on 9 February 

 I had an introductory meeting with Jes Staley, Group Chief Executive, Barclays, on 9 
February 

 I attended the Cleaning for the Queen Campaign event at the House of Commons on 9 
February  

 I appeared before the Assembly Plenary on 10 February to answer questions as Chair of 
Transport for London  

 I addressed a Crossrail 2 stakeholder event on 10 February, to set out the case for 
Crossrail 2 ahead of the publication of the National Infrastructure Commission’s (NIC) 
report, and the March Budget 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 11 February 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London and Crossrail on 11 February 

 I met with Sir Peter Hendy, Chair of Network Rail, on 11 February 

 I held my regular “Ask Boris” Twitter session on 12 February  

 I attended the Final Budget Plenary on 22 February 

 I accompanied HM the Queen on a visit to the Crossrail site at Bond Street on 23 
February 

 I had my regular meeting with representatives of the Taxi trade on 23 February 

 I met the Rt Hon George Osborne MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer, on 23 February 
ahead of the Budget  

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 24 February 

 I had my regular meeting with Sir William Castell, Chair, Caroline Underwood, Chief 
Executive, of the Foundation for Future London, and David Goldstone, Chief Executive 
of the London Legacy Development Corporation, 24 February 

 I chaired the London Health Board on 25 February 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 25 February 

 I visited Northern Ireland on 29 February 

 I attended the London Congress Executive Committee on 1 March 

 I met with AC Rowley on 1 March to discuss policing and security in London 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 2 March 

 I had an introductory meet and greet with Dario Nardella, the Mayor of Florence, on 2 
March 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 2 March 

 

Ends 
 


